
The house and 
auxiliary structures 

survived, some 
damage to the 

landscape Is 
there 

damage to the 
well or well house, 

tank or water 
pipes?

YES

Hire a well driller or 
pump company to 
assess damage 

Was 
some or 

all of the septic 
system or leachfield 

in the burn 
area?

YES NO

Visually inspect septic 
system and leachfield. If 

there is no damage it 
should be operational 

Visually inspect and 
flush well

Santa Cruz County Environmental Health (EH) Fire Recovery Flowchart 
for Septic Systems and Wells

Test water quality before 
use

Have a qualified 
professional inspect the 

septic system

If repairs are needed, 
apply for a repair permit

Septic 
System

Water

Apply for repair permit 
and complete repairs


